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Introduction
I feel very privileged to be here with you tonight to present the Louisa Macdonald Oration.  When I was asked to give this oration I was very humbled, recognising the great women who have given this oration before me.  Louisa was a remarkable woman who, over the years, has inspired many of us. 

However, I would like to dedicate this speech to another remarkable woman – my mother, Jacqueline Clare Diplock.  She was one of the greatest inspirations in my life.  She really loved the Women’s College and truly believed that women could achieve anything.  

More than 100 years ago, Louisa Macdonald wrote: “There are great possibilities in the future which may result from the larger share which women are taking in public life.”

Here we are now, in 2009 – a part of that future she was imagining.  Since Louisa’s time, women’s lives and their influence in the world have developed in ways even she could not have predicted.  Nonetheless, the themes I want to address with you tonight would still be recognisable to Louisa, even if she might have expressed them rather differently. 

I want to talk about globalisation and women’s achievement in that global sphere.  But let us begin with Louisa herself.
Louisa Macdonald

Louisa was, as you know, the first principal of the Women’s College.  She was determined to get the education she craved, and equally determined to do what she could to see that other women would also be educated. 

When, in 1892, she was offered the post of foundation principal for the new college for women at the University of Sydney, she decided to leave London and make a new life on the other side of the world.  It was a brave decision on her part, and not one universally welcomed in the antipodes.  

Some thought the post should have gone to a Girton College, Cambridge, woman.  Others, that a native-born Australian should have been appointed.  Louisa’s boss at the British Museum was put out that his brilliant archaeological student was prepared to “waste herself” down under.  

Louisa had been taught at home by a tutor before being packed off for two dismal years at boarding school, where she loathed the rigid rules, particularly the early rising – something many of you probably heartily dislike yourselves. 
Returning home to Scotland, however, she found her desire to follow a university career blocked by her older brother William, then by the Scottish universities, which were barred to women until 1892.  But London University had opened its doors to women in 1878, and Louisa decided to go there.  Even so, as she wrote later: “opportunities for women students there, for study as well as residence were rather tentative and what I would call scratchy.” 

Scratchy or not, when Louisa left London University at 28, she had a bachelor’s degree and intended becoming an academic.  She travelled in Australia and America, before returning to London to lecture at University College.  She also ran evening classes as a volunteer, and was on the committee that managed the Soho Working Girls’ Club.  These experiences sharpened her appetite for educational reform and women’s rights. 

Then, in 1891, she was persuaded to apply for the position of foundation principal at this college.  She arrived in 1892 with what was already a strong world view.  As the motto for the new Women’s College, she chose “Together”, which she took from Tennyson’s “The Princess”:

The woman’s cause is man’s; they rise and sink



Together, dwarfed or godlike, bond or free.

Louisa Macdonald held convictions, and possessed the courage to put them into action – wherever in the world that might take her.  All of us here tonight, directly or indirectly, have reason to be grateful to her and women like her.  They stood their ground so that we who came later might have somewhere of our own to stand.

Other inspirational women 

I’d also like to single out several other Women’s College alumnae and others – wonderful women who have inspired me by striding the world stage in their chosen careers, who have become effective and influential members of their national and international communities.  Women who have not allowed themselves to be limited by local boundaries and whose ideas and work span continents.  

Quentin Bryce

First and most obviously, our Governor-general Quentin Bryce.  Born in Brisbane, she spent her early years in Ilfracombe, a small Queensland country town.

She graduated from the University of Queensland with a Bachelor of Arts and a Bachelor of Laws.  In 1965, she was one of the first Queensland women to be admitted to the Queensland Bar.  From 1968 to 1983, she taught in the University of Queensland’s Faculty of Law.

She has had – indeed, is still having – a long and distinguished career as an academic, lawyer, community and human rights advocate.  She has been awarded the Officer of the Order of Australia (1988) and Companion of the Order of Australia in 2003 for her services. 

From 1988 to 1993, she served as Federal Sex Discrimination Commissioner, and then as founding Chair and CEO of the National Childcare Accreditation Council.  From 1997 until she became Governor of Queensland in 2003, she was, of course, Principal and CEO of this College.

On 5 September 2008 Quentin Bryce was sworn in as the 25th Governor-general of Australia – the first woman to hold this position.  

I admire her enormously.  She has been and continues to be a role model for women at every stage of their lives, valuing and encouraging our capacity to form strong, enduring bonds of friendship, and the intellectual enrichment and mutual support we offer within the family, workplace and community.   

It is marvellous to see her now representing Australia on the world stage. 

Early this year, she made a courageous secret visit to Afghanistan.  She spent a night on the war-ravaged south-eastern frontline base where Australian troops are serving – the first senior Australian government official to do so. 

Two months before, on her first official foreign tour as Governor-general, she wept as she laid a wreath at the Australian National Memorial on the outskirts of Villers-Bretonneux.  There, more than 1500 diggers fought to liberate the town from the Germans on Anzac Day 1918 – a turning point in World War One.  And this year, the memorial was the site of the first dawn service ever held to mark Anzac Day on the Western Front. 

Quentin Bryce attended an international conference in Dubai on renewable energy, where she called for world action to fight global warming, saying, “We must act swiftly, act smartly and act together."  That “we” is, surely, crucial – it means men and women together everywhere in the world.  

More recently, she toured nine African nations, where, along with meeting heads of state, she raised at high-level meetings the issue of Australia’s bid for a seat on the UN Security Council. 
In her short time as the vice-regal representative in this country, Quentin Bryce has shown beyond any doubt that she sees herself as a citizen of the world, and someone who can make a global contribution. 

Marie Bashir

Marie Bashir is another inspirational woman.  The daughter of Lebanese immigrants, she became New South Wales’s first female governor in 2001, and the first governor of any Australian state from a Lebanese background.  I note too that she chose the Women’s College as the venue for the press conference announcing that appointment. 

She was Senior Student here in 1954 and was a member of Council from 1959 and Chair of Council until 1992. 

An important part of her gubernatorial role is promoting the state of New South Wales in diplomatic and international settings, as being a “focal point” for social harmony and unity, particularly for indigenous and immigrant communities.  

Marie Bashir graduated in 1956 with bachelor degrees in medicine and surgery from the University of Sydney, then taught at the University of Sydney and the University of New South Wales.  She worked with children's services, psychiatry and mental health services, particularly for refugees, and indigenous health programmes. 

As Director of Central Sydney’s Community Health Services in the 90s, she developed services for marginalised, often overlooked, groups, such as non-English speaking migrants and inner-city Aboriginal indigenous people.  

Her interest in adolescent health and welfare, people coping with psychiatric conditions, reconciliation with indigenous people, and the plight of refugees remains undiminished, in spite of having last year begun a four-year term as Chancellor of the University of Sydney. 
Marie Bashir is another truly exceptional international woman. 
Janet McCredie, another Senior Student and a former Chair of Council, blazed a trail in another field: that of medical research.  She graduated in medicine in 1959, then completed postgraduate radiology studies in the UK.  She is an Honorary Fellow of the University of Sydney.  

She is well known for her research on thalidomide, and recently published Beyond Thalidomide: Birth Defects Explained.  The book details her research on the pathology of thalidomide on embryonic nerves.  As a result of her research, she was elected to membership of the International Skeletal Society, which has enabled further research into thalidomide embryopathy.  

Janet McCredie was an instigator of NSW Breast Screen, which uses mammography for early diagnosis of breast cancer, after seeing screening for tumours in Japan.  She was one of five Royal Prince Alfred Hospital doctors who convinced the NSW Minister for Health of the value of population screening for breast cancer, and she secured a Ministerial grant to fund a pilot study. 

It’s impossible to estimate how many women have benefited from, and may in fact owe their lives to, the work of the extraordinary Janet McCredie. 
Other eminent scientists

The list of remarkable women goes on and on – women who were associated with this college but who refused to allow themselves to be defined by it or their national borders, and certainly not constrained by traditional notions of what women can and cannot do.  

Dr Elizabeth Dennis is an internationally recognised pioneer in plant molecular biology.  She has published widely, and been awarded for her significant work on the molecular basis of plant development and plant response to environmental stress.  Her career has taken her from Sydney, to further study in New York City, to teaching at the University of Papua New Guinea Medical School.

Elizabeth Elliot is another eminent scientist who has made an impact, particularly in the developing world.  She is one of Women’s College current councillors and current Professor of Paediatrics and Child Health.  She was part of a multi-disciplinary team that developed and delivered an interactive programme to reduce the high infant and maternal mortality rate in a remote north-west region of Vietnam. 

At a stellar level, astrophysicist Anne Green was the first female head of the School of Physics at the University of Sydney.  She is an active member of an international team planning to build the next generation radio telescope.  She also chairs a working group of the International Astronomical Association of Women in Astronomy.  

These wonderful women sat in these very chairs in this very dining hall, they laughed in these corridors and they played for the Rosebowl.  They are not remote historical characters.  They are you in the not too distant future. 

The globalised world

Each of these Australian Women’s College women, and many thousands more I cannot name, have done more than simply follow their own star in the form of work that fascinates them.  They have not been content to be merely good in their field.  They have had that extra quality vital to all human enterprise – imagination. 

They have had the imagination to perceive their work in a global setting, to pursue it across international borders, to go to work in the world, rather than merely in one small corner of it.  These women have seen themselves – and expected others to see them – as global citizens. 

The financial crisis

If ever evidence were needed that we now live in a global community it is surely the current financial crisis. 
This last year has been traumatic for international capital markets.  The sub-prime market crisis might have begun in the US, but it reverberated around the world.  As a direct result, many countries are now suffering from a recession, and their financial markets are turbulent.  Economic conditions are no respecters of geo-political boundaries.

I believe strongly that the only way forward in a global crisis is a global perspective on solutions.  From a financial regulatory perspective, international cooperation at every level is crucial. 

I am the Chairman of the New Zealand Securities Commission, and I also have the privilege of chairing the Executive Committee of the International Organisation of Securities Commission’s (IOSCO).  

How did this happen?  I could never have imagined, growing up in rural New South Wales at Belmont on Lake Macquarie, where life would lead me.  But the Women’s College was part of my waking to the fact that the future lies in the globalisation of ideas.  It was at this college I met wonderful women who saw the world as their stage.  And now I too have the opportunity to make a difference there. 
IOSCO
I’d like to tell you a little about IOSCO.  Its members represent 109 jurisdictions, including 81 from emerging markets.  Together, they regulate more than 95% of the world's capital markets.  IOSCO leads the thinking on ways of addressing the challenges facing securities regulators in the midst of today's capital market instability.  
IOSCO allows the sharing of non-public information and lets national securities regulators cooperate in effective enforcement across borders.  It does so through its Multilateral Memorandum of Understanding (IOSCO MMOU) to which member jurisdictions are required to sign up. 
IOSCO is pivotal in bringing together securities regulators from around the world to address global problems, and its Principles and MMOU are the fundamental building blocks of cooperation.  IOSCO will set standards for securities markets that will contribute to recovery from this global economic crisis.

As Chairman of the Leader to Leader Institute, and former CEO of Girl Scouts of the USA, Frances Hesselbein has said, “The globalisation of ideas is far more powerful than the globalisation of business.”    

Conclusion

No matter where in the world you come from, whatever the size of your hometown and its relative visibility on the map, you are a global citizen. Whatever work you eventually do may well be played out on a world stage.
I urge you to follow in the footsteps of Louisa Macdonald – to bring to your work new ideas informed by an inclusive world view.  Louisa and the other women I’ve mentioned, and probably a number known to you personally, saw themselves as global citizens.  They had the courage to imagine a new world, and the determination to work for it.  And so their work and ideas actually changed for the better the world we have inherited. 
Now more than ever before the world needs that kind of courage and determination.  Let these women inspire you to make your own mark. 

I urge you to think beyond the walls of this university, beyond Australia’s borders.  Fully embrace the awareness that ideas are global.  Many of you will have taken the opportunity to travel in your gap year or are looking forward to doing so.  Ask yourselves now: what kind of global citizen do you want to be; what kind of difference would you like to make?  

The following observation is attributed to another marvellous woman: Anonymous, as are so many women who also play their part.  She said that “Women have been taught that, for us, the earth is flat, and that if we venture out, we will fall off the edge.”
Let Anonymous inspire you too.  The earth is not flat.  You will not fall off the edge.  Get out there and see what the world has to offer.  Get out there and discover what you have to offer the world. 
Thank you. 
